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The summer sunshine in Morattico is
SPARKLING! Lazy ripples on the river
look refreshing and inviting. A gentle
breeze coming off the water is never
guaranteed but is truly a treasure
when it does happen. And, if you
happen to have an ice-cold glass of
fresh lemonade in your hand, oh, this
is a dream come true!
First and foremost, let’s talk about . .
2022 Fundraisers and Planned Events
Curator Tina Bustos is planning a
Community Coffee Time at the
Museum on Saturday, September 3rd
from 8 to 10AM. Bring your coffee
mug and stop by to see what’s

brewing! Note: There will be a bake
sale at Emmanuel United Methodist
Church in Morattico the same day
from 9 to 12. They always have tasty
treats for sale!
The 10th Annual Crab Feast is on

schedule for Saturday, September
10th. HOORAY!! Crabs served from 4
to 6PM. Tickets MUST be
PURCHASED and PAID FOR no later
than Saturday, September 3rd. Cost
is $50 for adults, $10 for ages 6 to 12
and free for ages 5 and under. As
you know, these tickets sell out
quickly and there isn’t a lot of time
remaining. Contact any MWM Board
member or Connie Conley at
MWMVA03@gmail.com or 804-7616213. Sorry, but please DO NOT bring
pets, take-home containers or
coolers.
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This fall—date and time will be
announced at a later date—the
museum will host a MWM Volunteer
Appreciation Lunch. If you have been
a volunteer this year, stay tuned! If
not, there may still be time to sign up
as docent for a day. Contact Connie
Conley at MWMVA03@gmail.com.
And, the 13th Annual Oyster Roast is
on schedule for Saturday, October
15th, from 3 to 5PM. Cost is $50 for
adults, $10 for ages 6 to 12 and free
for ages 5 and under. Bring your own
oyster knife. Mark the date on your
calendar and stay tuned!

volunteers for making this a huge
success!
Paddle with Steamboat Oyster and
Friends of the Rappahannock took
place on Sunday, June 14th with 15
folks in attendance. The “Paddlers”
learned about aquaculture/oyster
farming and ate oysters right at the
oyster bed - so delicious and then
threw the shells right into the water.
The day was a little windy and a bit
challenging for some folks, but an
amazing day!
Paddlers at the oyster beds . . .

On Saturday, December 31st from 7
to 9PM, we’re continuing to plan for
the New Year’s Eve Cocktail Party!
Always so much fun!
Of course, we’ll share additional
information as soon as we have
details about the events!
Recent Events at the Museum
The Shrimp Take-out Dinner on May
28th was a scrumptious sell-out!
Orders were placed in advance and
dinner pick-up was on Saturday
between 2 and 4PM in the pavilion.
Total profit was greater than $2400!
A big thanks goes out to Suzanne and
Shane Reynolds, our friends from the
Lancaster Moose Lodge and other
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Our annual Independence Day
Parade and Lunch was held on
Saturday, July 2nd and, as always, was
well attended and so much fun! The
Grand Marshall this year was Jack
Hammell, one of Morattico’s longtime residents. LOTS of uniquely
decorated golf carts were in the
parade along with fire trucks and an
ambulance. (Humm, or was the
ambulance on-site looking for
“potential customers”? Sure glad it
didn’t find any!) The sidelines were
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filled with spectators! It was great!
Following the parade, a hot dog,
baked bean, and potato salad lunch
was provided in the pavilion along
with great live music. It’s a good
thing extra hot-dogs were on hand—
not a single one was left over!

The Morattico Marker Unveiling
Ceremony was held on July 14th at
11AM at the marker site on Rt 354
near Rt 622. Following the
introduction of many folks involved in
the multi-year process of obtaining a
marker, kind and appreciative words
were provided by Craig Giese, Board
of Supervisors, David Henley, MWM
president and Sam McCracken,
MWM Board member.

Saturday, August 6th was a hot day
but perfect for the Paint and Sip
Party in the pavilion. Guidance was
provided by Becky Jones and the
paint subjects were an anchor, shells,
crab or octopus. The event was
attended by 15 aspiring artists and
the finished products were beautiful
and unique. This is always a fun
event!

The Full Moon Paddle was held
Thursday, August 11th from 7 to
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9:30PM with 17 participants. River
Steward Brent Hunsinger with
Friends of the Rappahannock, led the
group and the wildlife sightings were
delightful!

while accepting estimates for the
roof replacement. Two local woofers wanted to see the woof-ing job
under discussion so Corresponding
Secretary Connie Conley graciously
took the woof-ers on a tour. After
the tour, neither woof-er submitted
an estimate for consideration. No
one wants to mention it but I
personally think a treat or two may
have been handed out under the
table and a potential crisis was
averted! Whew!

On the Maintenance Front
Do you recall the storm of June 2,
2022 at approximately 7PM? Many
of us will never forget when the roof
was blown off the museum. It was
frightening but, fortunately, no
injuries or additional damage
occurred. Director Sam McCracken
took the lead to engage a roof
replacement firm after multiple
estimates were received. Sam’s
knowledge in this arena was very
beneficial and the roof has now been
replaced with a bright, shiny new
metal roof! Thank you, Sam, and JM
Hayden Construction.
“Woof” Repairs . . .
Seems a tiny bit of miscommunication may have taken place

Annoying Critter News . . .
The subject with 4 legs no one cares
to discuss . . .
Gale Dickerson’s reputation as the
Museum’s “professional mouse-r”
has effectively “scared” away mice
over the last few months. Only one
has been “removed” from the
premises so far this season! Wayto-go Gale!
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Museum VP, John Henry Taylor, the
official dispatcher of ground hogs,
has dispatched 3 from the museum
area so far this season. Yes, it’s true,
John Henry’s eyes really do light up
when he hears this varmint
mentioned!
Bagged Ice Machine
Unfortunately, the Museum’s bagged
ice box/freezer stopped working and
repairs are cost prohibitive. Along
with the high electrical cost to run
the machine, the Museum will no
longer be providing ice for sale to the
community.

Local News
Long time Morattico resident and
museum member Carol Dawson
made the decision to move closer to
family and left for Florida on May
15th. Carol and her dog Jake are
greatly missed. Through the years
Carol was involved in many activities
around the area along with her
husband, Frank Smith. Frank
previously held the position of Vice
President at the museum and passed
away on April 11, 2018. We all wish
Carol the absolute best of everything
and hope she returns for a visit soon.

Edwin “Junior” Barrack, local
resident, long-time museum member
and father of the museum’s
Recording Secretary, Betty Barrack,
passed away on August 12th. Junior
will be greatly missed. Our hearts
and prayers go out to the Barrack
family.
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Memory Lane
This is a potentially new recurring
column in our newsletter will
highlight selected Museum artifacts.
We will start with “Do you remember
these”?

Directors 2020’24
Donna Hazzard
Kyle Lee
Directors 2022’25
Gale Dickerson
Sam McCracken

Send your comments to Curator Tina
Bustos at
moratticocurator@gmail.com.

Board Officers
President – David Henley
Vice President – John Henry Taylor.
Treasurer – Debbie Saunders
Recording Secretary – Betty Barrack
Corresponding Secretary – Connie
Conley
Directors 2019’23
Suzanne Reynolds
Steve
Sykes

Museum Hours:
Saturday 12 to 4PM, Sunday 1 to
4PM
May Through October
THANK YOU for your continued
support. Stay safe!
We look forward to seeing you soon!
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