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WOW! Spring is here, ospreys have
returned to the village, the museum
opened for the season with a great
opening day celebration and we had
the first wedding in the pavilion for
the season. It was beautiful!
Recent Events at the Museum

On Sunday, February
13th we had Chili by the Quart as the
first Drive-thru 2022 Fundraiser for
the museum. Pre-orders were
received and everything went well—
except for the weather. Well, it was
February but still. Anyway, the chili

was YUM-YUM-YUMMY and we had a
net profit of approximately $800.00.
The Annual Membership Meeting
and Lunch was held on Saturday,
March 12. On a cool day the
delicious Brunswick stew lunch,
provided by Steve Sykes, was a
welcome warm-up. The updated list
of Officers and Directors is as follows:
Board Officers
President – David Henley
Vice President – John Henry Taylor.
Treasurer – Debbie Saunders
Recording Secretary – Betty Barrack
Corresponding Secretary – Connie
Conley
Directors 2019-’23
Suzanne Reynolds
Steve Sykes
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Directors 2020-’24
Donna Hazzard
Kyle Lee
Directors 2022-’25
Gayle Dickerson
Sam McCracken
Please note this is “Year 2” of the
previously approved plan to reduce
the overall size of the Board.
Additional years are still necessary to
complete the full implementation.
The overall plan continues to work
very well.

golf cart tours of the village were
available, a beautiful gift basket was
raffled, folks toured the museum,
meandered around the grounds and
shared in a hot-dog lunch in the
pavilion with chef’s-du-jour Oscar
Farley and Marsell Bustos. An
estimated 85 people came by to
celebrate Opening Day!

A very informative and entertaining
Docent Training Day and Luncheon
was hosted by Curator Tina Bustos,
and her very capable assistant,
Marsell Bustos, on Saturday, April 9th.
It was a great turn-out with many old
friends and lots of new faces too—we
believe this was the highest turn-out
yet with over 30 attendees! Our
photographer was so caught up in the
valuable learning opportunity that
she FAILED to take a single photo.
Sad-sad-sad!
Clean-up Day was held on Saturday,
April 23 and everyone was busy-busybusy! All the hard work was obvious
and the building and grounds were
fresh and sparkling for Opening Day
on Saturday, April 30th. Faron Hamlin
provided live music in the pavilion,
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2022 Fundraisers and Planned Events
Mark your calendars!
• Saturday, May 28, 8AM-10AM:
Community Coffee.
• Saturday, May 28, Shrimp TakeOut
• Saturday, June 4, 2PM-4PM: Paintand-Sip
• Saturday, June 11, Paddle with
Friends of the Rappahannock and
Steamboat Wharf Oysters
• Saturday, July 2 @ 11:00AM Morattico Village July 4th Parade
with 12:00 Noon Picnic at the
Pavilion
• Saturday, September 10, 4-6PM10th Annual Crab Feast.
• Saturday, October 15, 3-5PM - 13th
Annual Oyster Roast
• Saturday, December 31, 7-9PM New Year’s Eve Cocktail Party!
Of course, we’ll share additional
information as we have details!
On the Maintenance Front . . .
Do you recall the multi-year saga
about the Virginia highway marker
designating the historic significance
of Morattico? The marker
application was approved and the
marker will be installed at the
intersection of routes 354 and 622
during the week of June 6. Hooray!
Once installed, an unveiling will be

scheduled. Hopefully, we’ll get a
photo or two!
First WEDDING of the season in the
Pavilion!
May 7th was slightly cool and slightly
rainy but the pavilion was absolutely
GEORGOUS! The beautiful
granddaughter of Steve and Bobbie
Sorensen married her handsome
fiancé in a late afternoon ceremony.

And Other Items . . .
Looking for a place to host an
outdoor event? The pavilion is
available for rent to MEMBERS-ONLY.
You MUST be a member for a
minimum of 1-year prior to the
rental date and in good standing.
Cost is $150 per day ($100 for rent
plus $50 for security/cleaning fee
which is refunded following a positive
inspection of the property after the
event). Of course, any COVID
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restrictions or guidelines in effect at
the time of rental must be followed.
If interested, please email our rental
coordinator, Marian Howell, at
marian.howell@outlook.com.
Did you know the museum has a
“professional mouse-r”? Yep, it sure
does. We won’t share any of the icky
specifics but Board member Gale
Dickerson currently holds this
glamorous title. Bet YOU thought we
had a cat, didn’t you?
The ice cream freezer in the pavilion
is monitored and stocked by museum
member and Morattico resident
Marsell Bustos and he takes this job
very seriously. For Marsell’s birthday,
a few friends at a local establishment
made sure Marsell would be dressed
appropriately for his duties!

MORE about some of the birds in
Morattico . . .
The OSPREYS:
You may recall from last year that
local Morattico resident and museum
member Jack Pettigrew provided two
great articles and pics about the
ospreys at Morattico Point. They
have returned again this year and laid
the first egg by April 9th and more
were expected. HOORAY!! More
news to come!
And EAGLES:
Spotting eagles around the village
and across the Northern Neck is not
unusual. Only the mature adults,
both male and female, have the
defined white plumage covering the
head and neck along with the defined
yellow bill. This makes the mature
birds easy to identify. The white tail
plumage may take a little longer to
become defined. Unfortunately,
younger eagles do not appear quite
so glorious. Jack provided the link
below about eagles—it’s well worth
reading if you have a few spare
minutes:
https://avianreport.com/age-andidentify-a-juvenile-and-sub-adultbald-eagle/

PG. 4

About 6 months old:

Museum Hours:
Saturday 12 to 4PM, Sunday 1 to 4PM
May Through October
THANK YOU for your continued
support. Stay safe!
We look forward to seeing you soon!

A Mature Eagle:
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